Circumcision – an old practice.

Circumcision as an old practice is connected to the idea that small girls are cleansed from impurities. It is a millennium-old cultural custom from Egypt, and it is injurious to health and destroying to girls, who subsequently suffers from pain during menstruation and difficulties when giving birth.  

In the communities and areas where circumcision is practiced, the ritual itself is a happy event that is celebrated and the circumcised girls are given presents. The parents are happy, as they believe they are doing a good thing for their child. The paradox to these cultural practices is that love and afflicting pain is connected. It is therefore very important to guide and educate the ignorant people, that may want to implement this practice.

For sure, circumcision of girls are not carried out in Denmark either direct or in secrecy. The Somali Women Organization´s work is concerned with preventing circumcision and informing about the problematic concering this practice. This is not done by stigmatizing and conducting smear campaigns againt a certain etnic group. This is not the way to avoid circumcision.

Preventing Circumcision: The Somali Women Organization has many years of experience in preventing and informing about circumcision of girls both in Denmark and in Somalia. The association is a member of a number of organizations. Among these the european and african network for combatting FGM (Female Genital Mutilation).

Combatting circumcision of girls

The Somali Women Organization is against circumcision of girls. At the same time we are against branding the somali parents as irresponsible and subsequently making them victims of suspiciousness and forced examinations. 

Almost all somalis in Denmark are consent to the fact, that the girls must not be circumcised. Therefore, forced examinations are not necessary. Also in other contries like Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya, Gambia, Senagal, Egypt eg. do circumcisions take place. Moreover a lot has happended in the last 20-30 years in Somalia in regard to the fight against circumcision. In Somalia circumcision was banned by law in 1972.

The Somali Women Organization emphasizes:

· That circumcising girls is illegal, non-islamic and almost all somalis in Denmark dissociate

      themselves from this practice.

The Somali Women Organization also dissociates itself from the insulting forced examination and investigations of the somali parents and their children.

The Somali Women Organization.

A world without circumcision of girls

The somali girls

One has to reflect as to why circumcision of girls is even taking place.Usualy all parants care very much for their children. They want the children to evolve in a positive way og become among the best. For somali people children, boys and girls alike, are the most valluable thing you can get in this world. That is, children symbolize wealth and progress. 

In the somali culture girls are valued, not only in respect to the familys honor, but in respect to marriage, maternity and transclan relations. For example it is a costly affair, when a young man is getting married, as traditions bid him and his family to present camels, horses, gold or other things to the brides family. 
